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Expert advice

DIY DILEMMAS

If you have a tough DIY question that needs answering, House Doctor’s Jake Robinson is the man

Jake’s guide
to... hanging an
internal door

JAKE
ROBINSON

Send in your DIY queries to

WHATISTHEBEST WAY TO FIX
OLD AND CREAKING STAIRS?
We have justmovedinto our house
but ourold stairs make aterrible
creaking noise. One of the treads
sinks abitwhenwe walkonit. There
isacupboardbeneathbutlcan’t
see whatis causing the problem.
Jenny Grove, London

Jake says Stairsare made up of treads
and risers with strings holding themall
together. Each tread has awedge that
securesitinplace. Whatis probably
happening is that some wedges have
comeloose orevenfallenout. Tofixthe
problem, cut some timberin the same
shape and size as the existing wedges.
Discardloose ones, apply PVAglueto the
designated area and drive in the wedges
withahammer tight under the tread.

CANISAVE MY NEW FLOOROR
SHOULDITAKEITUP AGAIN?
Ihave recently laid alaminate floor
inmydaughter’sroom, butl’'ve
noticed thatithas started tobow
upwards. | don’tknow why this has
happened but my neighbour thinks
Ihavefitted the floortootight.ls
there any way of saving this floor
orwilllhave to takeitallup again?
GeoffRidley, Sussex

Jake says This sort of thing only
happens if you have fitted the floor
without leavinga 10mm expansion gap.
I suggest youremove all your skirting
boards—use a Stanley knife to score

Realsolutions

carefully between the top of the boards
andthewall soitdoesn’'t damage the
paintwork when you take them off. Once
you have removed allthe boards, leave
thefloorto settle down flat. Thenfitall
your boards back on top of thefloor.
Remember toleave an expansion gap,
no matter what floor you arefitting.

HOW CANIRESTORE A LOVELY
BARN DOORIN MY COTTAGE?
Ihave alovely old tongue and
groove barn doorinmy cottage but
the bottom of the flat frame is slowly
starting torot.Isthere anyway|
cansaveitorshouldlstartthinking
aboutbuying anew one?

Terry Rogers, Somerset

Jake saysIfthedoorisjust starting

to deteriorate, sand down the wood

and apply some wood hardenerto the
affected area—you can buy this from DIY
stores. Then pop into your local timber
merchants and ask for ahardwood
weather bar. Cut the bar to size, make
three holes using a wood-bit drill to fit the
screws, oneinthe centreand leftand
rightholes of around 5cm. Apply some
PVA glue to the back of the weather bar,
making sureit’s flush at the bottomand
not catching on anything. Screw it onto
the door, fillany holes, sand and paint.

Expert advice, Real Homes, 64 North Row, London W1K 7LL or email Jake at realhomes@hf-uk.com
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